
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6342

As Reported By Senate Committee On:
Ways & Means, February 12, 2008

Title:  An act relating to military department claims and accounts.

Brief Description:  Creating the military department active state service account.

Sponsors:  Senators Rasmussen, Swecker, Kastama, Haugen, Pridemore, Franklin, Hobbs, Kline,
Shin, Roach, Kilmer and McAuliffe; by request of Military Department.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Ways & Means: 2/6/08, 2/12/08 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Prentice, Chair; Fraser, Vice Chair, Capital Budget Chair; Pridemore,

Vice Chair, Operating Budget; Zarelli, Ranking Minority Member; Brandland, Carrell,
Hatfield, Hewitt, Hobbs, Honeyford, Keiser, Kohl-Welles, Oemig, Parlette, Rasmussen,
Regala, Roach, Rockefeller, Schoesler and Tom.

Staff:  Richard Ramsey (786-7412)

Background:  Payment of military claims and expenses for active state service by the
organized militia (National or State Guard)  in emergencies is authorized from general funds
not otherwise appropriated.  Generally, non-emergency duties are funded with appropriations
from the state General Fund.

Summary of Bill:  The military department active state service account is created in the state
treasury and is subject to appropriation.  Expenditures from the account may be used only for
claims and expenses for the organized militia for non-emergency activities, such as planning,
training exercises, and other administrative duties.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative members
in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it constitute a
statement of legislative intent.

Senate Bill Report - 1 - SB 6342



Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The department cannot control the availability
of forces when it's required to deal with an emergency.   This account created by this bill gives
the department greater predictability in providing planning and training resources.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Major General Timothy Lowenberg, Washington Military
Department.
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